Acute severe memory impairment as a presenting symptom of multiple sclerosis: a clinical case study with 3D double inversion recovery MR imaging.
We present the case of a 21-year-old woman with acute memory impairment. It was initially not recognized as organic in nature. Repeated neuropsychological testing confirmed severely disturbed encoding and recall. Three-dimensional double inversion recovery (3D-DIR) MRI confirmed hippocampal and cortical lesions. Further clinical symptoms, visual evoked potential and MRI suggested a diagnosis of multiple sclerosis (MS). The amnestic syndrome has remained for 5 years. This case illustrates that MS can present with acute cortical symptoms which can be difficult to recognize. The hippocampus can be acutely affected and DIR MRI imaging can help to demonstrate cortical lesions that explain the clinical picture.